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become landholders.    No rent was to  be levied in kind, but a commuted money payment was to be fixed for six years, with a liability  to  revision   every  twelve.     Eights  of   mortgage  and transfer by sale  were to  be  acknowledged.    This programme, which was much in advance of the general ideas of the day, had been authorised in 1818 ; but the operation of the order was soon afterwards suspended, the Collector being directed, however, to commute all oppressive cesses into a fixed assessment on the land. In a despatch to the Court of Directors of the 27th of November 1822, a description of the land tenures of the North Konkan by the Collector is quoted.    In this the right of property in the soil is said undoubtedly to vest in Government, but the right of transfer subject to payment of the dues of the State, which are liable to increase to any extent, is conceded.    Under what were called the cJiicJcul and doolundee  (cliiklial arid  dulandi)   tenures land was taken up for cultivation from the waste at low rents from year to year.    Sooiee (suti) or wuttwn, (vatari) was described as the same as the minis or hereditary cultivating tenure, which will be mentioned more in detail under the Deccan Collectorates. The Portuguese system, which still prevailed to a certain extent, was to leave large estates to proprietors called Fazendars, who only paid a quit-rent of from 4 to 10 per cent.   They lived on their estates in fine mansions, and the country apparently prospered   under them.     When the  country  was  taken from the Portuguese by the Mahrattas, these Fazendars left it, and the full in place, of only a quit-rent was levied, so that the country became impoverished as cess upon cess was added.   Eassein only escaped in consequence of its valuable  sugar-came production. This even was found to have been brought about by fraudulent collusion between the ryots and officers  of Government.    The methods  of assessment were  the "bigownee, or rate per  bigJia; dliemp, or lump grain payment on a definite piece of land, which was not measured, a system established by the Portuguese; mogam, which was much the same as dhemp;  ardfiel, or levy of naif the produce of grain, and fluctuating accordingly, mostly prevailing in the salt rice lands near the sea;  ndngar and Jcoita Jcoorad (plough and sickle and pickaxe), in the shape of cesses paid by individuals, only prevailing in jungly parts of the country.    The
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